
UPCOMING EVENTS

A TRADITION OF YACHTING EXCELLENCE

Be sure to join fellow AYC’ers at the
General membership meeting on Oct.20th.
Ballots will be counted and the new Board
of Directors will be announced.  And why
not volunteer on one or more Committees
to help  make our Club even better!
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October 6-8
Presidio YC Cruise-out

October 27
Halloween Party

October 20
General Membership Mtg



October is an important month at AYC because we elect a new
Board of Directors, a Board that will determine the future of
our Club.  So for that reason, it is very important that all
members participate in this determination by voting.  Ballots
are in the process of being mailed to all our members by US
Mail.  If you don’t receive a ballot by the October 12, contact
Clair Rommell, the Nominating Committee Chair and let her
know.  One little know fact about our election is that any

member in good standing can nominate any other member in good standing from the
floor and call for a vote.  So keep this in mind if your favorite person has not been
nominated.
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COMMODORE  
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Even as summer wraps up and fall rolls in, AYC remains active!
Cruise-outs, fests (both lobster and sushi), and parties continue.
That’s the beauty of our club – we have something going on all
year ‘round!
The General Membership Meeting is October 20th from 10:00 am
to noon with a free breakfast served at 9:00am.  This is a great
occasion to reconnect with members you haven’t seen in a
while, voice your opinions, and hear others’ suggestions to

benefit the club.  The new Board will be announced, as well, so be sure to wish them
all luck for the coming year!
Susan has organized the AYC Secret Santa fundraiser the past couple of years.  The
fundraiser benefits the Alameda Head Start program by providing underprivileged
children with clothing and toys for Christmas.  With her hectic travel schedule (six
countries in the last two months), she will not be able to run it this year. I am
available to assist, but we’re looking for someone to head up the campaign.  Not only
is it for a good cause, it is a lot of fun. Shopping, wrapping, getting into the Christmas
spirit, and making a bunch of kids very happy. Please contact me if you are interested.

VICE COMMODORE  
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CRUISE-OUT CHAIR  
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Labor Day weekend at Schoonmaker Point Marina in Sausalito
was a blast.  From our dinghy adventures, belly laughing on the
dock, using Fiona’s porthole for passing out cocktails, to cooking
on the dock we have added so many more shared memories
between those who attended.   One night we enjoyed some pub
grub with cocktails at Sausalito Cruising Club and danced to the
jaw-dropping fabulous music from their live band.  Other she-
nanigans around the cruise out front were some participated in

dinghy races (that included a surprise visitor that likes to play with a siren!) while
others took their ride a little more low key and rafted together to listen to the live
music from the art and wine festival.  We played the singing piggy game (like hot
potato) in the dinghies and Dorothy lost big time (which means everyone else was
cheating!!!).  That weekend, the weather was awesome, the mixture of participants
meshed nicely, and the view was spectacular!
Up next is the Cruise Out to the Presidio Yacht Club at Travis Marina in Horseshoe Cove
on October 4 (Yes, some are leaving on Thursday)-7th.  Given that this is Fleet Week
and some information was miscommunicated at the beginning of the year, they have
booked a large event on Saturday night so we have to leave that day.  Those who have
signed up or are planning to please let Kevin or Dorothy know your intentions ASAP as
we need to make some quick decisions as to what we are going to do.  We’ll either
proceed with the plan at Presidio (Live Band Friday night) and take off early or we’ll
try to get a spot on Thursday in Clipper Cove with intentions of rafting.

 Kevin: 925-334-0438 or kevsailor@aol.com
Dorothy: 925-872-8891 or dorothy_mueller@icloud.com

AYC was awarded the Claude M. Benham Memorial Attendance Trophy at the September PICYA
Delegates Meeting.  Kevin & Dorothy  received the award for AYC.  This trophy  was inaugurated
at the 1939 Worlds Fair in San Francisco and is presented each year to the Yacht Club with
the highest percentage of eligible boats participating in the Opening Day on the Bay Parade.
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UPCOMING HALLOWEEN PARTY
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INTRODUCING OUR NEW MEMBERS

Michael Proctor
Sponsor: Valerie Storm
Yacht: “in between boats”
Club Interests: “Wherever
there is a need”,

Fernando Rosero
Sponsor: John Dovano
Yacht: “Fanta Sea”-
1976 Catalina 27’ sailboat
Club Interests: Planning &
Racing.

David Auch
Trish Campesi
Sponsor: Tino Villar
Yacht: “El Dorado”-
1967 Night & Company
67’ powerboat
Club Interests: Bartending

AROUND THE CLUB- BOATING NEWS

Valerie and Gina took the MacGregor (Val & Susan’s newboat) out for its maiden
voyage.  “As two extremely novice sailors, we managed to do a little motoring and a
little sailing, eventually docking at Jack London Square.  There, we had a frosty
beverage, a lovely lunch, and cruised back to Fortman, a bit more confident than
when we left.  Looking forward to more time on the water”! …Val

www.alamedayachtclub.org
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Japanese Night at the Club

And now for something different-Tom T.azelaar, Cindy Daily, and Jay Warren
put on a Japanese Dinner Saturday September 29 much to the delight of the
members in attendance.  The food was very fresh, tasty, and plentiful.  Kudos to
our hosts!
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2018-19 Board of Directors Candidates
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(SEE NEXT THREE PAGES FOR CANDIDATE STATEMENTS)



STATEMENTS BY CANDIDATES FOR POSITIONS ON THE 2018-19 AYC BOARD OF DIRECTORS
(candidates are presented in alphabetical order within each category)

COMMODORE- Candidate Forrest Reed
Kathleen and I joined the club in early 1988 as member # 101. We began to live aboard in August, 2007, and we
watched the pilings being driven for the building that we currently occupy. My first stint as Rear Commodore was
during 1995-1996. A huge robust man, named Craig Lundborg was the spark plug for the club back then. He
used to drink 5 tall scotch and sodas, eat a 24 ounce Porterhouse steak, and then announce, “Moderation is my
bi-word!” His legacy is the Chart Wall. I didn’t go through the chairs back then, and the reasons are not really
important, but the consequences are. Ron Steininger was our Commodore during the time that I would have
been, had I gone forward. We can all bless our stars that Ron stepped up, because he saved our club from an
ABC shutdown due to some stupid infractions by two people that shall remain nameless here, but Ron save our
bacon. At that time, I neither had the experience nor the temperament to have handled that mess, so again a
shout out to my main man, Ron Steininger.My 2nd stint as the Rear Commodore was in 2006-2007. During this
period I was the first to document the primary business functions of the position. The daily Cash Register
reconciliation and the weekly Safe reconciliation, when the Bar deposits to the bank are made. These were both
written up and documented for posterity. I went through the chairs and became your Commodore in 2008-2009.
Two dear friends Curtis King and Tom Tazelaar came along with me. I followed the illustrious Dana Cholis.My
third stint as your Rear Commodore happened on a tragic note. The loss of our dear friend and beloved
Commodore of our club, Diana Garino, not only saddened us all, buI have faithfully served as your Rear
Commodore for 2017-2018, which constitutes my fourth stint as the business manager for this $175, 000 a year
cash business that is a primary cornerstone of the health and wealth of our yacht club. I consider it both an
honor and a privilege to volunteer for service to our club. I bring the wisdom of experience, tempered by the
knowledge of my own mistakes of the past, both real and perceived. Yet I stand tall, with a strong backbone,
broad shoulders, and a forthright resolution to endeavor to endow this club with honesty and distinction. Should
you decide to elect me as your Commodore for 2018-2019, my leadership style is based on two tried and
trusted elements: Lead from the front, and to provide inspiration to get everyone involved and doing something
productive for our club. Yes club rules are important; this outfit can’t function very well without them, however my
leadership style is not to beat you over the head with rules. The general membership will remind you what rules
are important, which is natural reaction to wanting to keep our club on an even keel; heathy, and profitable.
Another goal of mine is to be your personal cheerleader…Raw-Raw, Sis-boom Baw!t also served to highlight
some issues with a couple of marginal members, who are-thankfully-no longer members. We lost Diana late in
2013 and by the time it was all sorted out, I served out 2014.

COMMODORE- Candidate Valerie Storm
What a fantastic year it has been serving as vice commodore at the Alameda Yacht Club. I have been fortunate
to work alongside such a great board and have really enjoyed becoming more involved with the innerworkings
of the club. For the past four and a half years, Susan and I have been lucky to reap the benefits of Club.
We’ve learned so much about boating (power, and now sailing), enjoyed being a part of the fun spirit of the
club, and appreciate the camaraderie of the club members. AYC is such a great club and, with its brilliant
members, continues to get better and better. It would be such a privilege to continue the positive changes by
serving as your commodore.

The knowledge I’ve gained by serving on the board the past year, enhanced by my experience as a project
manager in my professional life, provides me with the skills to perform the duties of commodore. We live at
Fortman Marina, so I am on site to address club related issues and be accessible to members. I also plan to
call on the wisdom of past commodores to continually improve my performance as commodore.

I have enjoyed serving the club and members as vice commodore and am excited for an opportunity to further
serve. For that reason, I ask for your vote for commodore of the Alameda Yacht Club.

2018-19 BOARD OF DIRECTORS CANDIDATE STATEMENTS



VICE COMMODORE- Candidate Erich Schoenwisner
Hi! Some of you know me as the man with the hat, generally an Australian hat. I’ve been called Crocodile
Dundee, Indiana Jones and sometimes just plain Erich. Some of you know me as the bartender for Friday
night dinners and some of you know me as your bartender at other times as well. I’ve acted as assistant bar
manager at the club and have also served on numerous club committees. I’ve been on the Board as a Director
and as Port Captain. Additionally, I’ve been AYC’s PICYA delegate for many years. I am also a past
Commodore of PICYA.

I started in the boating world in 1971 as a member of Oyster Point Yacht Club. I crewed on a Catalina 27 and a
Cal 25. I took sailing lessons in 1975 and bought my first boat, a Catalina 27, in 1980. Since then I’ve sailed in
San Diego Bay, up and down the California Coast, and all over the San Francisco Bay and Delta.

I’ve been active in 4 different yacht clubs since 1971: Oyster Point YC, South Beach YC, Metropolitan YC, and
of course here at Alameda YC since 1998. I’ve served on the Board at all four yacht clubs, and am a past
commodore of Metropolitan YC.

In 1991, I became a PICYA delegate for Oyster Point YC and have been very active in PICYA for the last 26
years. During my tenure at PICYA, I served on and led many different committees. I participated in all PICYA
events: Opening Day on the Bay, Conferences, Wheelchair Regatta, RBOC, Dock Walkers, Scholarship
Funding, and “Make-a Wish” fundraisers.

As for sailing, most recently I’ve raced on an F-27 trimaran in the Bay, out the Gate, and throughout the Delta.
I’ve also crewed on numerous other sailboats and have participated in many very exciting races (and some not
so very exciting races as well). I love sailing and racing and hope to do a lot more of it in the near future.

In summary, I believe I am qualified for the position of Vice Commodore at Alameda Yacht Club. I’ve worked
hard for what I’ve achieved and will continue to work hard for Alameda Yacht Club and for the betterment of
our club.

VICE COMMODORE- Candidate Joanne Weeton
This past year I started out on the Board of Directors in the roll of Director. A few months in, I was asked to step
in as Secretary. I'm running this year for the position of Vice Commodore. As an all volunteer club, we need
people who will continue to step up and help. If I win, I'm hoping to create committees so that the labor of
love doesn't fall all on one person. Everyone has ideas and committees are a way that you can express your
ideas and I'd like to hear them. A membership committee could help with attracting and retaining new
members. If you don't want to be on a committee, that's cool, too. I enjoy having fun and meeting new friends
and I hope we can continue to work together to make AYC a place everyone wants to be.

REAR COMMODORE- Candidate Paco Bellamy
As Rear Commodore, I will do the best I can to make the bar a fun environment, a profitable endeavor, and a
clean, safe space.

REAR COMMODORE- Candidate Cheryl Franklin
Hi All; I guess most of you know me, I have been a member for close to 20 years and I have been on a number
of Boards. I was a Director for a couple years; I was Port Captain a couple years; I was Social Director a couple
years and Treasurer for a couple years too. I am running for Rear Commodore and I’d like your vote. I
remember how when I first joined the club, members took care of each other; even in our dark moments. We
had a weekly greeter who talked to guests and members, smiled and shook hands. They also introduced the
new members around. We made sure everyone felt welcomed, we helped each other and made sure people got
home when they couldn’t get there alone. We worked hard to set up committees to share the work load. And I’m
looking forward to good days of friendship and comradeship. See you on the deck.

2018-19 BOARD OF DIRECTORS CANDIDATE STATEMENTS con’t



PORT CAPTAIN- Candidate Jeff Lusareta
I am running for Port Captain whose primary job is to invite other yacht club to visit AYC for our fun events. I
also want to encourage all of members to be more involved and enjoy the club on a regular basis as I do. I
feel that I bring a good energy, volunteer where needed and look forward to your vote.

SECRETARY- Candidate Dorothy Mueller
I truly believe that you get what you give. By giving my time and participating in events, I feel that I have
gained so much from this club. So when I was approached by someone in the nominating committee I was
happy to oblige by becoming a candidate for the position of Secretary. I am a relatively new member of the
club with only a few years in, but I have a good idea how this club functions, have great grammar skills, and
ideas for improvements therefore I believe I will be a decent addition to the AYC Board of Directors.

TREASURER- Candidate Barbara Ann Patnode
It has taken me a year to get my sea legs in the role of treasurer. I now have thorough understanding of the
club’s finances and look forward to the opportunity to serve again and work towards robust financial outlook.

DIRECTOR - CandidateTom Eelkema
Dear members of Alameda Club,
Serving as director for two years and as port captain two years for the Alameda Yacht Club has taught me
many things in a leadership role.
I would be happy to serve as director next year.
Thank You

DIRECTOR- Candidate Laura Hendrickson
I am running for the position of director for the following reasons:
· I care about the Alameda Yacht Club
· I want it to be a fun and positive place
· I like boats and boating (even though I don’t own a boat yet)
· I am resourceful and willing to help the club to continue to improve
· I want to help AYC be the best club on the island or anywhere
Thanks for considering me as a candidate!

DIRECTOR- Candidate Randy Weeton
Over the last year as a member of the board of directors I saw many challenges at AYC. I also saw many
times when people came together to help each other. I’d like to continue to work as a member of the board of
directors to improve the club and make it a more enjoyable experience for everyone.

2018-19 BOARD OF DIRECTORS CANDIDATE STATEMENTS con’t
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2018 Board of Directors and Committee Chairs

COMMODORE John Dovano john@dovano.com

VICE COMMODORE Valerie Storm vstorm6395@yahoo.com

REAR COMMODORE Forrest Reed windlover@hotmail.com

SECRETARY Joanne Marquez pebbs2200@yahoo.com

TREASURER Barbara Ann Patnode bbannpatnode@gmail.com

STAFF COMMODORE Tom Tazelaar tazelaar@yahoo.com

PORT CAPTAIN Tom Eelkema teelkema@gmail.com

DIRECTOR Erich Schoenwisner erich4happ@yahoo.com

DIRECTOR Laura Hendrickson laura@fuzzydude.com

DIRECTOR Randy Weeton rweeton@gmail.com

DIRECTOR Raine Fisher rainethree@aol.com

 PLANNING CHAIR Tom Tazelaar tazelaar@yahoo.com

FINANCE CHAIR Daryl Silva sailordaryl@gmail.com

CRUISE-OUT CHAIR Kevin & Dorothy Mueller dorothy_mueller@icloud.com

RACE CHAIR Dave Tucker sailman256@gmail.com

SOCIAL CHAIR Shirley (Tess) Huffman shirleytess549@hotmail.com

SAFETY CHAIR Todd Charchenko todd4char@yahoo.com

NEWSLETTER EDITOR John Dovano john@dovano.com

WEBSITE John Dovano john@dovano.com

PICYA DELEGATE Erich Schoenwisner erich4happy@yahoo.com
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2018 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Don’t forget to check out our other publications:
website at www.aycinc.org
Facebook at www.facebook.com/alamedayc
Facebook Cruise-outs at www.facebook.com/aycco

510-865-5668                                                               www.aycinc.org

Alameda Yacht Club  1535 Clement Av.  Alameda, CA 94501

2018 Calendar of Remaining Events
DATE EVENT HOST ENTERTAINMENT

October 20
General Membership
Meeting John Dovano TBD

October 27 Halloween Party Shirley (Tess) Huffman TBD

November 10 Commodores' Ball John Dovano TBD

December 1
Christmas Tree Trimming
Lighted Boat Parade TBD TBD

December 31 New Years Eve Party TBD TBD
The Board of Directors meets every third
Thursday of the month at 6:30 p.m. All
members are invited to attend

2018 Calendar of Remaining Cruise-outs
DATE VENUE COMMENTS

Oct 6-7 Presidio YC Fleet Week

Dec 8-9 Berkeley YC Lighted Boat Parade

www.aycinc.org
www.facebook.com/alamedayc
www.facebook.com/aycco

