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COMMODORE  
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The first quarter of 2018 is showing itself to be packed with
enjoyable events and activities proving once again that AYC’ers
“just wanna have fun”.  February shone brightly with the Super
Bowl Party & Chili Cook off early in the month and then the Crab
Feed with dancing to the music of Joey T and the Soul Searchers!
I can’t thank our Social Director Tess enough for all the hard work
she does, not only in organizing the events but in preparing the
food. She was ably assisted by Cupcake, Antonette, Pam Mitch-

ell, & Del.  And of course our Crab Guru Forrest came through again, with the help of
Ian, by providing us with copious amounts of very fresh Dungeness Crab!  And lets not
forget our able bar tending crew of Eric Schoenwisner, Jeff Lusareta, and Randy
Weeton who somehow are always there when we need them!

This month we will have our first cruise-out of the year.  Dorothy & Kevin have
arranged for us to go to Oyster Point Yacht Club for the weekend of the 11th.  They
tell me that there are nine boats already signed up but there is always room for more.
I know that we have some new members that will be joining us for the first time so
let’s make them feel welcome.  Go to page 6 of this Newsletter for more info.  Also,
look for the signup sheets for this as well as future cruise-outs  on the Display Board
at the Club.

And what would March be without celebrating St. Paddy’s Day with a grand  Celebra-
tion party AYC style.  I’m sure there'll be a big pot of corned beef and cabbage
brewing so be sure to sign up.  See page 8 for further details.  

A uisce beatha on me if you
can guess my nickname!

Don’t forget to check out our web-
site at www.aycinc.org  and our
Facebook at
www.facebook.com/alamedayc for
more recent news, events & photos!

www.alamedayachtclub.org
www.aycinc.org
www.facebook.com/alamedayc
www.facebook.com/alamedayc
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While Susan and I wrapped up our vacation in Thailand, things
at AYC were ramping up.  What a great Super Bowl game and
equally exciting chili cook-off.  The crab feed was a great
success with the number of crab eaters exceeding the number
of crabs.  Luckily, we have resourceful AYC members and were
able to wrangle enough crabs to feed everyone.

March is shaping up to be another fun packed month.  There’s
the Oyster Point cruise-out and the St. Patrick’s Day party.

Friday Night dinners continue to have a great turn out and are a wonderful chance for
AYC members to stay in touch.

On the house side, the blinds have been cleaned and carpet cleaning is scheduled for
March 1st.  AYC received a passing score on the most recent Health Department
inspection.  This is a big win!  One item that was brought up in the inspection report
is that, for the time being, the BBQ cannot be used to prepare food that will be sold
at club events such as Burn Your Own Steak dinners.  Individual members can continue
using the BBQ for personal meal prep.

It seems that a lot of members enjoyed our photos from Thailand.  Below are a few
more from the last leg in the beautiful beach areas of Phuket and Koh Lanta.  We
didn’t make it to the yacht club in Phuket.  Next time!  I mentioned in the past couple
of newsletters that a lot of members are traveling to exotic and interesting places,
some across the world and some right here in our backyard.  Please send me your
photos and a few sentences about your trip and I will put it in the next newsletter.

As the Irish say, Sláinte!

VICE COMMODORE  

www.alamedayachtclub.org
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REAR COMMODORE  

All you ever wanted to know about cannons!

I retired at the end of December of 2015 and ordered the can-
non from Pirate Fashions in Tampa. You can see it at the fol-
lowing URL:
https://piratefashions.com/products/3-pounder-cannon

This is called a 3 pounder* on the web site, but a 1-3/4 inch
dia. Lead ball is not 3 pounds, but just a shade under one

pound. So technically it is a one pounder. Tiger Lee, the owner of Pirate Fashions
built the naval carriage. The entire unit weighs around 275 lbs. The cannon is cast
iron with a gun steal liner rated for 70,000 psi. There are two general ways of dis-
charging the cannon. 1) A salute has a powder charge and some type of an effect-I
use recycled toilet paper tubes filed with flour. This produces flame and smoke, but
no great recoil. 2) Powder charge and a round-ball- I fire these in competition at a
Rendezvous. Powder charges are 500 grains.

Either way, the vent is picked, which puts a hole through the powder charge. 4F
(flash powder is then poured in the vent until it spills out into a tray at the back of
the barrel. A lenstock is a long apparatus that contains a slow match that is touched
to the flash powder in the tray…which flashes dramatically and BOOM! Fuses are
used in competition for safer, albeit less dramatic, operation.

*A 3 pounder has a bore dia. of 2.9 inches.

www.alamedayachtclub.org
https://piratefashions.com/products/3-pounder-cannon
https://piratefashions.com/products/3-pounder-cannon
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STAFF COMMODORE  

The endless quest for Friday night cooks goes on.  We have five
Friday nights in March and no cooks signed up for the dinners.
So I'm putting out the call: Please help put on a dinner or we may
not be having many more of them.  Sign up on the bulletin board
outside the galley door or contact me at 510-774-2392 or
tazelaar@yahoo.com.  Bon Appetit!

Welcome March!

   I would like to thank everyone who came out to support our
annual Crab Feed last month.  It was so good to see people that
we haven't seen for a while.  We had enough Crab for 45 people
and it was a sellout!

And now on to Ireland to look for shamrocks for our annual Saint
Patrick's  Day Celebration- so keep watch for the time and menu!

I would like to Thank Delores Dovano,  Cup cake, Pam Mitchell, & Antonett Osgood
for their help in making the Crab Feed such a success. Also a very big thank you
to Forrest & Ian for getting the crab and Randy & Jeff who kept the bar going and of
course to Robert who came in and did a very good job cleaning up the galley!

LOOKING FORWARD IN SEEING YOU Y'ALL THIS MONTH!

(For calendar of Events for Entire Year see page 12).

www.alamedayachtclub.org
mailto:tazelaar@yahoo.com
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CRUISE-OUT CHAIR  

Oh boy, here we go again!  At the moment I’m writing this arti-
cle wrapped in blankets with my teeth chattering awaiting
Spring to come.

March:
 Up next is our first weekender cruise out across the Bay to the
Oyster Point Yacht Club.   Upon arrival, the plan is to meet for
a catered St Patrick’s themed corned beef and cabbage dinner
on Friday night, March 9th followed by cocktails while cozying

up near the fireplace.   This cruise out will include some great entertainment on
Saturday during the AYC Gong Show!  We need some performing acts as well as
judges.   Come and do your magic tricks, sing a song, recite a poem, or act out your
favorite scene from a movie.  Keep in mind that this talent show was a bit silly so
have fun with it!  We currently have 9 boats signed up and have a few spots left so
if you haven’t already, please sign up by March 3rd to be included in the email with
the pertinent information you will need.  For those of you who plan to land cruise
over please write LAND in the Name of Boat column.

If you already signed up but are NOT planning to join in for Friday night dinner,
please let Kevin or myself know otherwise you’ll be included in the general club
RSVP.   An email will be sent  the week of the cruise out that will include informa-
tion on our shared meals, hours of the bar, available restrooms, etc.

April:
Nations on The Bay is this year’s theme for Opening Day on the Bay, which is sched-
uled for Sunday, April 22 (additional details to follow).  As a club, we earn Club of
the Year (COTY) points through PICYA for our participation so please participate!
Those of you who are going out please let us know if you have room on your boat for
those who would like to go and don’t have the capacity to take a boat out.  Make
sure to plan on staying once your boat is back home and secure on the dock for a
club BBQ celebration and socialization.

(See page 12 for Cruise-out calendar for the entire year).

www.alamedayachtclub.org
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PICYA DELEGATE  

Thanks to all the members and guests who attended AYC’s Ben-
efit Dinner for R.B.O.C. (Recreational Boaters of California) on
Ground Hog’s Day and bought a dinner or raffle ticket.  Your
support was greatly appreciated and the money raised goes to
a very worthy cause.

P.I.C.Y.A. Spring Leadership Conference will be held at the
Vallejo Yacht Club on March 24 from 8:00 a.m. To 2:00 p.m.
All yacht club members are welcome.  The cost is $25.00 for

lunch and AYC will reimburse you if you turn in your receipt.  AYC also gets C.O.T.Y.
Points (Club of the Year) for each member’s attendance.  For further information go
to https://www.sumersailstice.com .

Opening Day on the Bay is Sunday April 22.  The Committee Boat leaves Pier 3 San
Francisco in the morning.  I encourage AYC members with a boat to sign up for the
parade.  See Dorothy & Kevin Mueller for more details.  Again, AYC gets C.O.D.Y.
Points for every boat and person that participates.

CALIFORNIA BOATER CARD

Who needs the California Boater Card?

California's boating education law went into effect January
1, 2018 for all persons 20 years of age and younger. The
law will be phased-in for all boaters over the next 8 years.
If you operate a motorized vessel on California waterways

you will be required to have a California Boater Card. The California Boater Card is
good for life.  More information can be found at:
https://www.boaterexam.com/usa/california/

www.alamedayachtclub.org
https://www.sumersailstice.com
https://www.boaterexam.com/usa/california/
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IT’S PARTY TIME
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RBOC FUNDRAISER DINNER at AYC
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On Friday February 2, Erich Schoenwisner organized a benefit dinner with the
proceeds going to RBOC (Recreational Boaters of California).
Thanks to all the guests and members who bought a dinner or raffles tickets
on Ground Hog's Day for the benefit of RBOC  Your support was greatly
appreciated. 

www.alamedayachtclub.org
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AROUND THE CLUB
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Sunday Feb. 4: Super Bowl Party & Chili Cook Off

Saturday Feb. 17  Annual Crab Feed & Dance

www.alamedayachtclub.org
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2018 Board of Directors and Committee Chairs

COMMODORE John Dovano john@dovano.com

VICE COMMODORE Valerie Storm vstorm6395@yahoo.com

REAR COMMODORE Forrest Reed windlover@hotmail.com

SECRETARY Joanne Marquez pebbs2200@yahoo.com

TREASURER Barbara Ann Patnode bbannpatnode@gmail.com

STAFF COMMODORE Tom Tazelaar tazelaar@yahoo.com

PORT CAPTAIN Tom Eelkema teelkema@gmail.com

DIRECTOR Erich Schoenwisner erich4happ@yahoo.com

DIRECTOR Laura Hendrickson laura@fuzzydude.com

DIRECTOR Randy Weeton rweeton@gmail.com

DIRECTOR Raine Fisher rainethree@aol.com

 PLANNING CHAIR Tom Tazelaar tazelaar@yahoo.com

FINANCE CHAIR Daryl Silva sailordaryl@gmail.com

CRUISE-OUT CHAIR Kevin & Dorothy Mueller dorothy_mueller@icloud.com

RACE CHAIR Dave Tucker sailman256@gmail.com

SOCIAL CHAIR Shirley (Tess) Huffman shirleytess549@hotmail.com

SAFETY CHAIR Todd Charchenko todd4char@yahoo.com

NEWSLETTER EDITOR John Dovano john@dovano.com

WEBSITE John Dovano john@dovano.com

PICYA DELEGATE Erich Schoenwisner erich4happy@yahoo.com

PICYA DELEGATE Brigid Hebert Brigid.hebert@gmail.com

PICYA DELEGATE Ray Hebert Brigid.hebert@gmail.com
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2018 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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